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Rock 'n’ rollers score with
video vignettes’ of songs

Rock / Chuck Pratt

N THE Hrit scete, o group
dressed people (wardmbe from a Heary
James short story) s enjoying & sum-
mertima garden party. On a sorrest ¢Bf high
above the tranquil lawn, & ragged hermdt dem-
onstrates “How Tt's Done' to o callow, would-
‘b suickde. The patricians take il this in,
reacting with a bemused [ntersst that gives way
Lo Irritadion, then becomed an elegent lost for
violence. The lost is satisfied when the hermit
leaps to his doom. 8 surrogats sufelds.

Scene 2 A mutant cresture—a green-hedred
survivor of & | tragedy, an &
wire-and-tube 1lle support system attached i
his body. professes his love to an androgmous,
alluring woman, As the couple s engaged in
mutant lovemaking, the woman's jealous haman
lovar discovers rhem. Enraged, he rips the
power pack fram the mutaot's body. "Why," he
asks the womun. "do you lle to med

In the background of both scened, camera-
men. technlelans and directors are ot work. Are
they making movies? No. Talevislon? Not exact-
I¥. Joe Fedaricl, director of "How It's Doas'™
ind Dan Dioello. director of “Lis o Me," are
videataping imterpretive performances by local
rock bamds. adding & vlmeal dimensiom to the
Eroups’ songs by tursing them Iete wideo vi-
poected. “How It's Done” i g tune sung and
interpreted by Fhil 'n' the Blanks. “Lie to Me'"
written and sung by fm Desmoad, 18 acted oal
by Desmond, Bl Band and Carle Evonne aod
Fasr Frank, of the band Bohemls.

Federicl apd Dinello are ambitious local tal-
#nts in tha forefront of the muoch kallyhoosd—
but oo less resi—video axplogion. Both are
exparlenced fimmakers and videotapa artista
who enjoy ook mitsle and wadt to as thelr
talents and bechnology to pall Chicage banda
Into the video arena ploneered by such artists as
Blondia, MIke Nesmith, the Kinks and Todd
Rundgren. (Todny. almost svery major satonal
rock muse sck v meking videotapes.) Both have
thedr alghes ser on the burgeoning cable teleyi.
on macket (slow 0 come 1o Chicago) And
both think that Chicego bands have sncugh of
the “'right stufl” to translate into effective video
performances.

Fedarlel, & Mew Yorker who now lves In
Evanston, studied film and video at Northwest-
arn Undversity. He bomed his akills working at
Chicage television Channel 4, & commiercial
production house and the video-televidon de-
partmant of & major Chicago-based corporadon.
“Publle relstlons wnd jndustrial fms call for

winied 10 have sme fon, [
would be axcitng to do some rock
my favorite bands.”

Much of the Chenmel 24 programming was
Hve, and Federicl bad planty of experience with
Hp-synch work. When he 1ok his corporats job,
he hed acceda to state-of-the-srt egulpment—
and permission to use |t for hls own projects,
"Za | was resdy 10 go with my rock video™

Bacauss of It cost, md many local groups
had considered getting on the video bandwagon,
Although videotape |5 [nexpensive, the camers,
editing equipment and techobelans sre costly,
(Ex-Monkes Mike Meamith speat a reported
$350,000 ¢n a one-hour video festurs.) But
Federlc] wan willlng to work far Iree—nnd he
had free uwee of pophisticated video machinery.

The firdt baod ke approsched was the zany
Tatu and the Pirates, bat the hand hroke up jost
an the project began. MNext, Federlci did o
modest performance tape for singer Roand Toy.
Ultimarcedy, Federicl wanted to siring together a
number of video shorts Into & varlety featurs,
“The banda could use thelr portlons for promo-

tonal purpeses,” he 2ays, “and 1 would add.

commentary and intervlaws, then try to seil the
thing."”

"Home Iovaslon,” way hls ambitious bat
uneven pilot project. Modeled after England’s
“Henny Evarett Video Swow,"” it featured wideo
performances by Chicagoe bands, commentaried
by Beatles chromicler Wally Podeazik ("o halry
Andy Roopey) and an Interview with the
English group Eche and the Bunneymen.

During his work on the pllot. Federlcel mat
Phil Bimateln, leader of Phil "n* the Blanke. Not
bong after that, be wad taping @ video version of
the band's first single, “PRL-&33," a
ahout 4 hbnr:my axpeciment with an Jn:emv
genceincrensing drug.

“The Blanks are & grest band for video," says
Federlel, “becaust o many of Fhil's soag are
cinematic by nature. Phil and singer BElanche
Leblane have some theater background, so they
come wp with gnod suggestiona.”

Tha clavar and pollshed =“PRL-8-51" becume
part of "Home Invaslom,” alang with perfoc-
mances by Toy and haunting fnterpretation of &
song by Da an ali-femabe local band. Federicl
took the tape to Mew York, alming at nationsl
syndleation. “But 1 was turned down and tobd toe
try the local market—an exerclse In fatllity
since there st much local cabis &8 yet, Muasie
video i still in the sarly siages, and [ suspect
that the pational statlons don't reafly bave the
money to buy much programming. They get
moat of the stufl for foee™

_T.h: best market S0 far for mosic programs
ming s Wermer-Amex's J4-hour Muogic TV
(MTV. & vwisual radlo statlon wivh playbst,
video jockd and all, “Right now,! says Federicl.
“MTY 11 more Interested (0 natbonal aets, gnd
geis most of that programming free from record
companier. which produce the videos and pro-
matioasl devices, But soon the record compan-
s will realize that there’s money [ those

videos, and wom't ba glving them away. The
will be lats of cable tima to fI0. wnd the cable

Sectomy.” The most artlsteally su
ke irip, “Vi-Sactomy” {8 dooe Lo & tough “"West
Side Svory'’ visual style, with a
mphisticated special eifects. Bimsteln has used
the videos for prometlom, cccamonally playing
them before live performances, and sending
them o record stores for In-howst play, He
rented four TV monitcrs to display the encire
Blank seuvre during the aibam celédse party at
Gaspars. Rock Amerfed, & natlonal video dls.
iribuior, hus pickad ap “PRL" lor marketing to
rock clithe dcross the coumtry. Tn [ate December,
the thre¢ Blank videod will b shown on
Chanmel [1's “Image Unden."

Fedaric, who bas quit his full-ime job to
work ad & free-lancer, views his video work s
A disposable formi of art. “Peopls won't want
these videotapes for thedr permanent ealection
This stuff [an" Hke o pecord album. People will
walch ope & few times, then become bored. i
want to make interesiing and effective music
videos. but 1 don't pretend that they will be
lasting works of art. They're disposahble snter-
wainments.”

Though Federicl hopes to do more wark with
local bands—and perhaps upgrade “Home [nva-
won"—his madn thrust now {8 to persoade the
major record companies to hire him o direct
prommotione] videos, {His most recent profect
was & documentary about 8 jazz hand.) Planned
trips to New York and Lod Aogeled will bring
:ihh:i Ian comidct with the naticnal vides powers



