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Rock 'n’ roll love story
brought together Phil 'n’the Blanks
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How about

rock 'n’ roll

love story?

What could be more appmpr[,al:e
g we head jalo a 5t Valenting's
Day weckend thapn a peck o m]l
towe story?

Jurs heging a little morme than o
wear ago, at a North Side watering
oolg==ihe kind of setting where
madern remance s often blossoms,
I enly for & night. A would-he
somgwriter named Fhil Bimstein had
just linished checking out & mew
[oal bapd, hoplog to interest it in
his tupes. Before heading home, he
degided to bave & nightcap ot @&
nearby clab, He bought himself a
deink and =at down to wetch {he
biwes group that wis ploying.

“There was this blond girl Sting
I fromt of me," remembers Bim-
stedn. "She wias wearing this back-
less dress and booked real interest-
ing, real wibramt, I was & lillle
drunk. She was sitting there with
Tour poya, but T puess they all wenl
1o the bathroom at the same time.
Bq, 1 aghed her to damoe'

They danced. Az they did, Bim-
slein learned that his encheniress’
phe used to b in 4 new wWave tand,

“Fhat's funny,” Bimsiein recalls
elling her, "I'm & BEW Wave scng-
wrlter. Maybo I coubl Wrike soime
pongs for youw'

NOT BAD, as for as lines go.
slthough Bimsiein swears that his
Iotentions—as always—were bom-
ocoble. Tn any case, Blmstein and
Holmberg stacted seeing each other
wl working on songs together,

Arcund the same Litne, Blmsteln
decided thatl lxe'd be better off form-
Ing his own batd than itrying to
peddle his material. Through a se-
rles of ads, he Tecruited guitarist

Fhil "o’ the E.k;r.k; will chhrult it ﬁrs+ nnm'mrsur}' ot Gospors on th.r:lq'

After hours

Don Mcleese

Eric Kister, bassigt Blil Hyland aod
drummer Roman Zabicki,

On Vakentine's Duy of last year,
Pl *n’ the Blanks Made their
performing debut.

While love affaics may come and
£0, a pood rock 'n' roll pairing 15 &
match made in heaven. In the Year
zinee, Phil "n' the Blanks has estob-
lighed itsell &2 one of the freshists
sounding bands In Chicage. The
group's material combines & literate,
Iyrical senslbility wilh an Ingtru-
mental edge thot is hard-rocking yet
consisiently mebodic. At the heart of
the band's nppeal is & certain gpare
kle in the interplay between Blm-
stein and Holmberg, both a8 singers
and  perfofmers.

Though the band 15 only & Fear
old. there's o matueity In its muosle
that reflects Bimslein's years of e
perience. A5 & Chitago high
schopler in the mid-'80%, he fromted
o Relling Stones type band called
the Dharmn Bums that attracted a
major=label recording coniract and
released A single Tor Parvot Reggrds.

Atfter a few years on the fringes of
the San Francised scene, he fes
tarned to Chicage to study classical
compasition end piano al The Chica-
g0 Comservatory.

HE BECAME interested in rock
again with the emergence of fhe
mare [nwventbve new wave bands, T
was mever really a punker,” savs
Bimsteln, “but when it starled get-
ting u kittle more sophisticated —the
Talking Heads, tor Instence—I
started Teally listening. I've always
been wrlting songs.”

Musle pside, ove thing that zcis
Fhil 'n" the Blanks apart from so
many other local bands is Bimstein's
promotiopel [leir, Within the past
year, he has established himsel] as
the maost inspired and msosl inces-
sant sell-promater on the local rock
scenw, Before the band hed played
1ta first date, the Blanks already
boasted o Fubl line of Phil "n' the
Blanks buttons, yo-vos, T-shirts,
posters—anything te keep lts name
In feant of the public.

Salurday Phil 'n* the Blanks will
he celebrating e fivst annlversaty
at Gespars, 31539 N. Sodthport (E71-
gaaEn), one of oor favorite sprts for
luking old valentines or mecting
|mew ones. In addition to belng an anoiversary
|pnr¢, and a Yalentine's Da;,. party, the lestivi-
tes also will mark the reiease of the band's
second  simgle: Wwant Some More,” the
flipside of -munm iz *I'm Losing Interest.”



